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DR. JESSICA HAMMOND APPOINTED AS PRINCIPAL OF  
PREAKNESS EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

(Wayne, New Jersey) -The Wayne Township Board of Education is proud to announce the              
appointment of Dr. Jessica Hammond as Principal of the Early Childhood Center at             
Preakness School. Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Mark Toback, noted “Dr. Hammond’s           
work in Wayne started on July 1st, but her experience in early childhood education, special               
education, and educational leadership spans over twenty years at the state, local, and             
university level. She is uniquely qualified for this position and we are thrilled to have her join                 
our administrative team.” 

Dr. Hammond started her career in her hometown of Leicester, Massachusetts as a             
preschool teacher of students with and without disabilities before serving as the Preschool             
Coordinator. Dr. Hammond spent the next 6 years of her career as an Early Childhood               
Center Principal in both Massachusetts and Rhode Island before moving to New Jersey             
where she implemented training and conducted research as Project Coordinator for the            
National Institute of Early Education Research. She also co-authored a white paper on             
Preschool Suspension and Expulsion Guidelines to assist with policy development and           
guidance in this area. Prior to coming to Wayne, Dr. Hammond supported teachers and              
administrators as a Preschool Special Education Specialist and a New Jersey Tiered System             
of Supports Coach for the New Jersey Department of Education, and she currently teaches              
for both Purdue Global University and Rutgers University. 
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Teamwork, collaboration and fostering a growth mindset are the cornerstones of Dr.            
Hammond’s leadership style and she looks forward to opening the Preakness Early            
Childhood Center with great dedication and commitment to the success of our teachers and              
students. As preschool is the gateway to the Wayne Public Schools, Dr. Hammond is              
focused on providing a high-quality early learning environment to prepare our youngest            
learners for their educational careers in Wayne. 

Dr. Hammond earned a Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Education and Sociology as              
well as a Master’s degree in Special Education from Fitchburg State University. She also              
holds a doctorate in Educational Leadership from Johnson and Wales University. Dr.            
Hammond can often be found in a hockey rink with her husband Todd, cheering on their                
sons,  Zachary and Maverick. 
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