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November 5, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, Staff Members, and Students: 
 
As a community, we are together in a struggle against COVID-19 and sometimes our togetherness plays out in                  
ways we might not expect. Our top priority is always the safety of our students and staff. After conferring with                    
our Wayne Department of Health and our infectious disease specialist, we will need to continue with virtual                 
instruction through the coming week (November 9-13). During this time we will be suspending all sports and                 
activities. While we have made every effort to maintain our in-person educational programs and extracurricular               
activities during these past few months, we are confronted with a challenge that makes this additional week of                  
virtual instruction necessary. 
 
This is a difficult time for all and we understand that everyone is seeking a normal routine including events                   
outside of school. Our oversight and ability to respond to events outside of school are limited. During the past                   
few days, we became aware of at least three high school Halloween parties. Unfortunately, some of the                 
parties were attended by individuals testing positive for COVID. We are at a point where the contact tracing                  
required to investigate these events is beyond our capacity due to the number of students allegedly involved                 
and the fact that we are not aware of all in attendance. Furthermore, it appears there were other students in                    
attendance that do not attend our Wayne schools. The students attending the parties are likely to have                 
brothers and sisters at other schools and grade levels. Therefore, virtual instruction is necessary across all                
schools. 
 
We will continue with the SAT testing scheduled for this weekend noting that opportunities to take the SAT                  
are extremely limited. The College Board places strict screening requirements on test-takers including the              
following: 
 
1. Students/Parents must complete a waiver acknowledging the testing is at their own risk. 
 
2. Students will be screened before entry both with temperatures and the questions.  
 
3. All students must remain masked and are at least 6 feet apart. 
 
4. The roster shared with us earlier in the week is the final list; there is no waiting list or late sign-ups for this                        
weekend. 
 
We look forward to resuming in-person instruction on November 16th. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mark Toback, Ed.D.   
Superintendent of Schools 
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