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December 13, 2021

Dear Parents and Guardians:

One challenging part of my job involves sharing news that I know will not be well-received.
The good news is that we were able to get to this point in the school year without many COVID
issues.  The bad news is that we see that changing rapidly.

I don’t know what the future holds, but we have a trend showing a sharp increase in COVID
cases.  At the state level, the New Jersey Department of Health issued a new COVID Activity
Level Report and revised the COVID activity level from MODERATE to HIGH for the entire
state.  For schools, the primary impact of this change requires fourteen days of quarantine
instead of our current quarantine standard of ten days.

Here in the Wayne Township Public Schools, the numbers have been on a steady climb over
the past few weeks.  The tables below clearly indicate dramatic increases in positive cases
and quarantine among both students and staff.

Unfortunately, this increase in COVID cases combined with increased quarantine requirements
and difficulties with staffing may result in unexpected disruptions in the coming weeks.  We are
already experiencing educational disruption in our schools where quarantine and virtual
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instruction became necessary, and it looks like more situations may be emerging.  We also
may experience disruptions to other services like school transportation.

Maintaining in-person instruction will be our top priority as we work through this uptick in
COVID cases.  This is an important goal for the entire community, and everyone can help.
While we will continue to follow all of our existing mitigation strategies in school, we ask you to
remain cautious and follow CDC and NJDOH guidance.  Please keep your child home and
consider testing if you notice any symptoms.  My goal with writing today was not to create
alarm, but instead to create awareness and allow families to make plans in the event of a
COVID-related disruption.

Yours truly,

Mark Toback, E.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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