Early Childhood Center at
Preakness School

Virtual Orientation
September 8, 2020

We are thrilled
to open our
doors to you!

We Believe…
Children learn through play
Parents are a child’s first teacher, and we value their contribution
in the learning process
Our center is safe, secure, and a nurturing learning community
Our center believes in fostering innate curiosity in children
Our center meets the needs of students by providing diverse
programs
Our center fosters and develops relationships with institutions of
higher learning
Our center uses research based instructional practices
Education is the shared responsibility of students, families, school
personnel and the community
All members of our center are treated with dignity and respect.

Preschool – What We Do
• The ECC offers a language based, integrated preschool
program that addresses the social, emotional, physical
and cognitive growth of the individual child.
• The Preschool Program also promotes learning
through play while building confidence and building
the community through exposure to new experiences.
• In addition, the preschool focuses on self regulation
and self-help skills while monitoring each child’s
progress.

A peek into
your child’s
day…
Exciting adventures await!

Our Classrooms
• Are spacious
• Have a child size bathroom
• Incorporate technology
• Colorful
• Windows
• Air filtration system

Language Based
• Promote literacy through reading fiction and non-fiction
stories to children.
• Children explore books independently by walking through a
book utilizing pictures to “read” to others.
• Object identification and function through repeated
labeling.
• Multisensory approaches to literacy to include art, music
and movement.
• Pre-writing skills include learning the form of the letters
and exploring this through various media.

Social Emotional Development
• Literature presented to children allows children to expand
school and life experiences and build understanding.
• Children have various opportunities to build their preschool
community and friendships.
• Gross and Fine Motor activities may include; skipping,
climbing, running, jumping, pretend play activities,
tabletops activities such as beads, playdough, self care.

Creative
Curriculum
The country's leading
scientifically based,
comprehensive
curriculum for programs
serving children from
birth to age 5.

What will preschool look like?
• In order to provide a developmentally appropriate preschool program while
social distancing, we have reduced our in-person class sizes to 8 students
maximum per class.
• During in-person instruction, teachers will hand pick materials for students to
use to support learning and skill acquisition with a focus on risk mitigation.
• The curriculum will continue to include hygiene and self-care skills such as
handwashing.
• We will continue to follow the Creative Curriculum and Teaching Strategies
Gold Assessment in the program.
• Preschool students will participate in both in-person and remote learning
administered by the classroom teacher. Classroom teachers and related
service providers will work closely with families to provide support.
• Daily instruction will include a circle time as well as developmentally
appropriate learning opportunities pulled from the Creative Curriculum while
maintaining safety within the classroom.

What will virtual learning look like?

In order to maximize learning, teachers will utilize the Seesaw
platforms to share activities and communicate with families.
Check ins with families will be scheduled to support family
engagement and student progress with teachers and service
providers. Additional support and enrichment opportunities
for families will be created and shared which will include
music, science, physical education, and art to support the
ongoing development of our youngest learners.
Teachers will livestream for 30 minutes of the preschool day
using Google Meet.
• AM Sessions: 8:30-9:00am
• PM Sessions: 11:30-12:00pm

Snack
Students will eat snack every day, please send in a
healthy food and drink. You may also send in a water
bottle that your child can store in their cubby during
class time and return home at the end of the day.

School Supplies

Arrival and Dismissal
• Parents transporting their child to and from school will use the driveway in
front of the school.
• Follow the arrival and dismissal traffic patterns at the front of the center
by staying in the car line and waiting until you are within five unloading
cars before helping your child out of the vehicle. For safety reasons,
children should exit from the passenger side of the car only and
caregivers will hand their child to the staff on duty.
• Dismissal follows the same pattern as arrival.
• Students riding the bus will follow the same procedure in the rear of the
center.
• All students will be assisted by teachers and paraprofessionals.
• If the adult picking up your child is not known to our staff, he or she must
show photo identification (driver’s license, etc.) to prove his or her identity
before your child may be dismissed into his or her care.
• Please be prompt to drop-off and pick-up at the front door!
• AM - 8:15 - 8:20 (drop-off) --- 10:20 (pick-up)
• PM - 11:15 - 11:20 (drop-off) --- 1:20 (pick-up)

Health Screening and Mask
• Parents are required to complete the Health Screening in
OnCourse daily BEFORE a student arrives as school. If a
student does not have a completed health screening, we
cannot allow the child into the center.

• Preschoolers are expected to wear a mask. and we do
understand that children are young and may need a gentle
reminder. We also understand that some children may not be
able to wear a mask due to health reasons.

Back to School Forms & OnCourse
1
ALL Back to School Forms
MUST be completed in
OnCourse prior to the
start of school.

2
For our preschoolers,
please use OnCourse to
update information,
complete forms and for
the Daily Health
Screening.

3
Do NOT rely on
OnCourse for scheduling
in preschool, please refer
to direct
communications from
the school.

Playground
• Although our state-of-the-art
playground is currently
closed, we look forward to its
reopening.

To Recap….Preschool is
 Social, Emotional and Physical Development

 Curriculum
 Learning Through Play
 Exposure to New Experiences

 Self Regulation
 Self Help Skills
 Progress Monitoring

 Confidence and Community Building to Blossom
 FUN!!!

• We thank you for entrusting your child into our care and we are looking forward to a fantastic
year with your child and your family!
• If you have any questions, please reach out to your child’s teacher or the Principal at
jhammond@wayneschools.com

• Please join your child’s Classroom Open House with Google Meet now.

