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Board of Education Recognizes Elementary Robotics Team 

 

 
 
(Wayne, New Jersey) -- At the regular meeting of the Wayne Board of Education held on May 
16th, board members enjoyed an impressive demonstration carried out by students from the 
newly formed elementary robotics team.  During their robotics demonstration, students showed 
how the robot they built was able to navigate a challenging course.  The robot was successful 
and it made a series of turns as it moved through the course. 
 
A special thanks to the Wayne Education Foundation for a major donation that made the program 
possible.  During the fall of 2018, the elementary robotics program was established as a result of 
a generous donation of $10,000 from the Wayne Education Foundation. 
 
Over a ten-week period, participating grade four students worked in teams as they learned about 
robotics and coding.  Students practiced the four C’s of 21st century learning (critical thinking, 
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communication, collaboration, and creativity) as they developed leadership and problem solving 
skills, and learned to persevere when faced with challenges. 
 
Participants began by building their robot using Lego Mindstorms EV3. They used programming 
software to begin to program their robots and bring them to life.  Each week students increased 
their knowledge as they wrote code enabling their robots to move forward and backward, turn, 
sense and react to obstacles, lift and lower a claw, pick up items, pivot turn, and more. Their 
coaches, Mrs. Lisa Sibilia. Mr. Scott Restaino, Ms. Dana Petrie, Ms. Kym DiStaso, and Dr. Karen 
Holgerson, provided guidance and encouragement every step of the way. 
 
A variety of challenges were presented each week, and a culminating challenge provided the 
opportunity for teams to showcase what they had learned throughout the program. 
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