
Wayne Public Schools

High School Summer Reading Program

The intent of the Summer Reading Program is to allow students to continue to enrich their reading and
writing skills over the summer in preparation for the next school year.  Students, in consultation with their
parents and families, have the opportunity to search and select a book based on their personal interest
and academic pursuits. The summer reading suggestions offer a range of reading choices based on
grade-level ability, topics of interest, and genre to help in the decision making process.   In addition, the
selections suggested may also have study guides, audio books, and other supplemental materials available
to assist the student in comprehension and meaning-making activities.  The list provided is not restrictive,
but rather a starting place. Students, in consultation with their parents, can select from the list OR a
book of their choosing. Additionally, the assessments provided for students allow them to check their
own understanding and make meaning of their reading through creative and written projects.

Resources for Finding Books

Suggestions can be found by utilizing the links in the district provided booklist or other summer reading
lists found on the Internet.   Below are a few helpful sites to help you and your child find a book:

● Check the high school media center pages for resources for locating books that may be of interest.
Our media specialists have curated a variety of collections, ebooks, audiobooks, and connections
with the Wayne Public Library:

○ Wayne Hills Media Center
○ Wayne Valley Media Center

● ALA Recommended Reading Lists - several lists of acclaimed works for students
● What Should I Read Next? - for avid readers. Will easily help you locate a book of similar

interest.

Suggested Reading Choices

Students can select at least one book from the suggested grade level reading list  OR  they may
choose ANY self-selected book of similar quality or merit. Below is a brief explanation of the “Level”
column on the reading list to help better select a book at an appropriate reading level/challenge. Note:
AP/Honors track students have specific readings provided by their teacher).

Young Adult Choices: These choices include books, both fiction and non-fiction, that appeal to a broad
interests of teens.  These books often confront issues of coming of age, fitting in, friendships, romance,
school, and self-esteem.  These books are both entertaining and educational in that they deal with many
issues teens face in their daily lives.

General Choices: These books appeal to the general reader who wants a broader range of topics and
interests.  These books vary in genre, subject matter, and theme and offer a more challenging, though still

https://www.sites.google.com/wayneschools.com/waynehillslibrary
https://www.wayneschools.com/domain/1330
http://www.ala.org/tools/libfactsheets/alalibraryfactsheet23
http://www.whatshouldireadnext.com/


personally appealing reading choice.  Students will find more autobiographical, biographic, non-fiction
and popular fiction choices on this list that appeal to interests in sports, history, adventure, and literature.

Enriched Choices: These selections are books for students interested in a personal and academic
challenge. Many of these selections appear on college reading lists, Advanced Placement reading lists,
and SAT preparatory lists.  Students will find this list filled with works of modern and classic literature,
biographies and autobiographies, and studies in history, business, science, and math.  Students in Enriched
courses should select from this level.

Summer Reading Assessment Menu

A list of assignments has been provided below to help students in their reading comprehension and
language arts skills.  Students should select ONE assignment.  This project will be due upon students’
return to school in September. (*Note: AP/Honors track students have specific assignments).

A general assessment rubric is also provided to allow students a structure for how their assignments will
be graded.



Dual Response Journal
Suggested for: All Levels/All Grades 9-12

The purpose of the dual-response journal is to record your interactions with the text as you progress
through the book. It is a way of recording your responses, positive or negative, and to track your
reading through the story. Don’t simply summarize what happens in the story, but rather respond,
reflect, and track your thoughts.

● Select 10 passages or quotes from your summer reading book to respond to, either in a
notebook or in a computer document.
● Divide the page in half. Title the column on the left: “Passages from the Text.” Title the
column on the right: “Responses to the Text.”
● Copy each passage word for word into the left column. Jot down the page number that
indicates where the passage is located in the text.
● Respond to the quote in the right column. Try using the prompts provided below.
● Show that you have read the entire book by responding to passages from the entire novel.

Entry Prompt Samples
● “The imagery reveals . . .”
● “The setting gives the effect of . . .”
● “The author seems to feel . . .”
● “The tone of this part is . . .”
● “The character(s) feel(s) . . .”
● “This is ironic because . . .”
● “The detail seems effective/out of place/important because . . .”
● “An interesting word/phrase/sentence/thought is . . .”
● Something I notice/appreciate/don’t appreciate/wonder about is…
● “This reminds me of . . .”



Tracking Your Thoughts
Suggested for: All Levels/All Grades 9-12

The purpose of this reflective journal type of assignment is to allow you to track and revisit your
thoughts as you progress through your book. You can make a copy of this document and complete
the prompts below during and after your reading.

Thinking about characters:
● How does the main character change?
● What insights does the character gain?

Thinking about themes:
● What big ideas are being developed?
● What conflict arises?
● What do these conflicts tell the reader?

Thinking about passages and text:
● What key passage helps you understand the conflict? Why?
● Notice a beautiful sentence or passage. Comment on it.
● Identify a passage or quote that summarizes a theme.

Thinking about the author:
● What claims does the author make? What passages support these claims?
● What techniques/moves does the writer make?
● What literary devices are used? (e.g. foreshadowing, personification).
● Where does the author use punctuation and sentence structure effectively?

Thinking about your own thinking:
● What is confusing at the beginning of the book?
● Does the confusion remain or does it clear up?
● What passages/sentences/words do you find confusing? Why?

You can apply these thought starters to help answer the above questions:
Thought starters: • I noticed... • I wonder... • I was reminded of... • I think... • I’m surprised that... •
I’d like to know... • I realized... • If I were... • The central issue(s) is (are)... • One consequence of
_______ could be... • If _________, then... • I’m not sure... • Although it seems... “That” statements
This passage makes me think that… This makes me feel that… The author is suggesting that…

Adapted from Kelly Gallagher

http://www.kellygallagher.org/


Character Analysis Essay
Suggested for:  General or Enriched 9-12

Like all people, characters go through a change over time.  These changes are a result of personal or
public events.  This development has an effect on the text as a whole.

● Write a five paragraph essay that analyzes the transitions
● Follow MLA format (margins, double spaced, font size, etc.)
● Have a clearly written introductory and concluding paragraph
● The body should use at least three points of comparison
● Present specific quotation documentation from the text
● Discuss the effect the development has on the story as a whole



Literary Comparison Essay
Suggested for: Enriched 11/12

The literary comparison essay is designed for students to create meaningful connections between
literary works they have read.  This essay is designed to mirror the types of essays students will be
asked to write during their coursework in high school and college. This analysis should be a fully
developed essay that compares the summer reading selection to another work of literature the student
has read, either in school or independently.

● Select a novel or play that compares/contrasts to your summer reading selection in:
○ Theme
○ Character
○ Conflict
○ Situation/Setting

● Construct a 2 page, double-spaced, MLA Formatted essay that creates an analysis of a
significant point of comparison between the two works.
● This essay should have an introduction, thesis statement, 3 body paragraphs and a strong
conclusion.
● Use textual evidence in the form of details and direct quotations from BOTH literary
works.



Rubric For Grading Assessments

Excellent Good Fair Poor
Ideas Excels in

responding to
assignment.
Interesting;
demonstrates
logical progression
of ideas. Ideas are
clearly
communicated.
Shows careful
reading of book.

A decent
accomplishment,
responding
appropriately to
assignment. Good
ideas, but not fully
developed. Shows
reading of the book.

Adequate, but less
effective, not
responding well to
the assignment.
Presents ideas in
general terms.
Shows some
reading of the book.

Does not respond to
the assignment.
Reveals only brief
skimming of the
book.

Organization Uses a logical
structure,
appropriate to the
assignment. Guides
the reader through
the chain of
reasoning or
progression of
ideas.

Shows some logic
in organization of
ideas. Components
show some
coherence to a
central idea.

Somewhat lacking
in logical
organization. Feels
random.

No appreciable
organization. Lacks
coherence.

Style Enjoyable.
Interesting. Reveals
the student’s
personality.
Encourages others
to read the book.

May sometimes be
too general or
boring. Style is
generally clear and
focused, but may
have awkward or
ineffective
moments.

Too vague. Rather
monotonous. No
real sense of the
person behind the
assignment.

Awkward. Boring.
No sense of
authorship.

Mechanics Almost entirely free
of spelling,
punctuation, and
grammatical errors.

Some spelling,
punctuation, and
grammatical errors.

Grammar and
mechanics may
annoy the reader,
but do not
significantly
obscure meaning.

Grammar and
mechanics get in
the way of reader
comprehension.
Didn’t even bother
to spell-check.

Support Excellent use of
material from the
book. Demonstrates
reference to
concepts and
theories of the
reading. Connects
are made in a
seamless transition.

Uses appropriate
reference from the
book.  Inclusion of
text, may be lacking
somewhat in
effectiveness.

Often uses
generalizations to
support points, and
does not
consistently draw
parallels to the
book.

Lacks supporting
evidence. No use of
book.



 High School Summer Reading Suggestions

The lists below represent suggested quality selections of literature and non fiction to engage readers. 
Title Author Grade Non-Fic/Fiction Level

1 Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children Ransom Riggs 9 Fiction General
2 We Are Displaced Malala Yousafzai 9 Non-Fiction General
3 Flowers in the Gutter K.R. Gaddy 9 Non-Fiction General
4 Dear Bully: Seventy Authors Tell Their Stories Megan Kelly Hall 9 Non-Fiction General
5 This Light Between Us Andrew Fukuda Fiction General

6 The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most 
Terrifying Epidemic Steven Johnson 9 Non-Fiction Enriched

7 Charles and Emma: The Darwin's Leap of Faith Deborah Heiligman 9 Fiction Enriched
8 The Old Man and the Sea Earnest Hemingway 9 Fiction Enriched
9 The Boy in the Striped Pajamas John Boyne 9 Fiction Enriched
10 Rebecca Daphne du Maurier 9 Fiction Enriched
11 The Silence Between Us Alison Gervais 9 Fiction YA
12 Deeplight Frances Hardinge 9 Fiction YA
13 Dairy Queen Catherine Gilbert Murdoch 9 Fiction YA
14 Piecing Me Together Renee Watson 9 Fiction YA
15 The Poet X Elizabeth Acevedo 9 Fiction YA

Title Author Grade Non-Fic/Fiction Level
1 A Long Way Gone Ishmael Beah 10 Memoir General
2 Chinese Cinderella Adeline Yen Mah 10 Memoir General
3 Life of Pi Yann Martel 10 Fiction General
4 Soul Enchilada David Macinnis Gill 10 Fiction General
5 Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close Jonathan Safran-Foer 10 Fiction General
6 In a Time of Butterflies Julia Alvarez 10 Fiction Enriched
7 The Namesake Jhumpa Lahiri 10 Fiction Enriched
8 Kindred Octavia Butler 10 Fiction Enriched
9 Hidden Figures Margot Lee Shetterly 10 Non-Fiction Enriched
10 Radium Girls Kate Moore 10 Non-Fiction Enriched
11 Eleanor and Park Rainbow Rowell 10 Fiction YA
12 Monster Walter Dean Meyer 10 Fiction YA



13 Farewell To Manzanar Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston 10 Memoir YA
14 The Running Dream Wendelin Van Draanen 10 Fiction YA
15 The Sun is also a Star Nicola Yoon 10 Fiction YA

Title Author Grade Non-Fic/Fiction Level
1 The Chrysalids John Wyndham 11 Fiction General
2 In a Dark Dark Wood Ruth Ware 11 Fiction General
3 Ready Player One Ernest Cline 11 Fiction General
4 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Rebecca Skloot 11 Non-Fiction General
5 Just Mercy Bryan Stevenson 11 Non-Fiction General
6 The House of Spirits: A Novel Isabel Allende 11 Fiction Enriched
7 Atonement Ian McEwan 11 Fiction Enriched
8 Emma Jane Austen 11 Fiction Enriched
9 Slaughterhouse Five Kurt Vonnegut 11 Fiction Enriched

10 Quiet: The Power of Introverts Susan Cain 11 Non-Fiction Enriched
11 We Were Liars E. Lockhart 11 Fiction YA
12 What Happened to Good Bye Sarah Dessen 11 Fiction YA
13 Pride: A Pride and Prejudice Remix Ibi Zoboi 11 Fiction YA
14 V for Vendetta - A Graphic Novel Alan Moore and David Lloyd 11 Fiction YA

Title Author Grade Non-Fic/Fiction Level
1 The Boys in the Boat Daniel James Brown 12 Non-Fiction General
2 The Girl Who Fell to Earth Sophia Al-Maria 12 Memoir General
3 Hotel at the Corner of Bitter Sweet Jamie Ford 12 Fiction General
4 American Street Ibi Zoboi 12 Fiction General
5 Everything I Never Told You Celeste Ng 12 Fiction Enriched
6 The Joy Luck Club Amy Tan 12 Fiction Enriched
7 Black Boy Richard Wright 12 Memoir Enriched
8 Homegoing Yaa Gyasi 12 Fiction Enriched
9 The Devil in the White City Erik Larsen 12 Non-Fiction Enriched
10 What Is The What Dave Eggers 12 Non-Fiction Enriched
11 One of Us is Lying Karen M. McManus 12 Fiction YA
12 Little Brother Cory Doctorow 12 Fiction YA
13 Long Way Down Jason Reynolds 12 Fiction YA
14 Persepolis: The story of a childhood Marjane Satrapi 12 Fiction YA
15 Code Talker Chester Nez 12 Non-Fiction YA



Wayne Hills High School
Honors Summer Reading Novels

Summer 2022

For all students who are currently enrolled in English Honors track, grades 9-12, please read the books
listed under your grade level and be prepared with the corresponding assignments. These selections will
help students to begin the year by having read titles directly from the curriculum and that integrate well
with other works being studied.

English 9 Honors: For extended instructions, please click here.

● Reading #1: Choose any of the titles from the Ninth Grade YA CATEGORY on the High School Suggestions List.
● Assignment #1: Please complete the Active Reading Guide for your choice novel located on the ENGLISH 9

HONORS Google Classroom page. Be prepared to have an in-class assessment using your chosen book.

● Reading #2 Please read The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
● Assignment #2: Please annotate your copy of The Alchemist (to be submitted to me on the first day of class) using

the guide linked here. We will have a class discussion and an in-class assessment on this novel within the first weeks
of school.

English 10 Honors:
● Reading #1: Choose a work of LITERATURE (FICTION) from the summer reading list (Enriched suggestion) or

something of a comparable reading level.
○ There will be an in-class assessment held in September

● Reading #2: Select one of these NONFICTION selections:
● Educated by Tara Westover
● Hillbilly Elegy by JD Vance
● Assignment: Follow this link for the assignment and instructions for submission.

English 11 Honors:
● Read and annotate 1984 by George Orwell and Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

● Assignment: There will be an in-class assessment on both works in the first weeks that will evaluate students’
reading comprehension and analytical skills. Follow this link for summer annotation assignment.

AP Literature and Composition 12:
● How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas Foster.

AND
● Beloved by Toni Morrison
● Assignment: There will be an in-class writing response in September that will assess students’ reading

comprehension and analytical skills so diligent, close-reading is highly recommended. Please highlight, annotate,
and select significant passages for review, discussion and application.

AP Language and Composition (Elective)
● A packet of readings will be available prior to the end of school. If you do not receive one or sign up late, email

cventimiglia@wayneschools.com to schedule pick up. Follow the instructions as enclosed in the packet.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xorm8tGAq9hpsUfI9Cy3p9oToslJIH1E/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cXtMyOIY_Do-KvYgQRvXciyZT9wyT-eUgaJuTQCpbis/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Dger0DetLxD0eNz3vyHqHbWoz1yzsRO4tsB1XvBUMQo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fu_8Jyx6WTMZ9wt3ZDDdKahkiU9mkGXto4yjbmBv9bw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/107TOPWEbI665EBWFeFYdnT7MCdlzsT8jFVS-QRciU9w/edit?usp=sharingZj6TYwK7iVojZ-g7R9-LFfwQIG9sRU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:cventimiglia@wayneschools.com


Wayne Valley High School
Honors Summer Reading Novels 2022

For all students who are currently enrolled in the English Honors track, grades 9-12, please
read the books listed under your grade level and be prepared with corresponding assignments.
These selections will help students begin the year; they will have read titles directly from the
curriculum that integrate well with other works being studied.

English 9 Honors:
∙ The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
∙ A Separate Peace by John Knowles
∙ Assignment: For each of the books, please complete a “Dual Response Journal” assignment as

listed in the Summer Reading menu of assignments.

English 10 Honors:
∙ Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
∙ The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
∙ Assignment: For each of the books, there will be in-class assignments including an essay in

September that will assess students’ reading comprehension and analytical skills. Students will be
allowed to use a handwritten character log while doing some of these assignments. The character
log should include: Name, Occupation(s), Relationships, Personality and/or Important Character
Traits.

English 11 Honors:
∙ Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
∙ The Mill on the Floss by George Eliot
∙ Assignment: There will be an in-class writing response in September that will assess students’

reading comprehension and analytical skills, so diligent, close-reading is highly recommended.
Please highlight, annotate, and select significant passages for review, discussion, and application.

AP Literature and Composition 12: See Mrs. Cielusniak for AP Literature Summer Reading Packet.
∙ How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster

Assignment: As you read, respond to all the questions/prompts from the AP Literature Summer
Reading Packet, thoughtfully, applying the ideas to a novel of literary merit.  Each response
should be in complete sentences and at a minimum of one page in length. This assignment should
be hand-written and clearly labeled on separate notebook paper or in a single subject spiral
notebook.
Please highlight, annotate, and select significant passages for review, discussion, and application.
There will be an in-class writing response in September that will assess students’ reading
comprehension and analytical skills, so diligent, close-reading is recommended.

∙ Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison.
Assignment: Complete the discussion questions. Each response should be in complete sentences
and at a minimum of one page in length. This assignment should be hand-written and clearly
labeled on separate notebook paper or in a single subject spiral notebook.
Please highlight, annotate, and select significant passages for review, discussion, and application.
There will be an in-class writing response in September that will assess students’ reading
comprehension and analytical skills, so diligent, close-reading is recommended.
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